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Serving God by Serving People             June 2010   

Dear Members and Friends of Christ Lutheran ,  

 At our last Congregation Meeting on May16th, it 

was decided to proceed with requesting the members 

to consider increasing their giving toward a Building 

Fund.  Even though we havenõt officially started the 

Major Capital Campaign, it was believed we needed to 

start now in order to build the facility we need and 

want.   

 Lori OõConnor, bless her, challenged each mem-

ber to start giving $10.00 per person each Sunday to 

help get the campaign on the road.  Those assembled 

agreed that we needed to show our good intentions by 

starting to give more to the Building Fund.  [Weõll be 

hearing from Rob Meyer soon on the formal plan.]   

 To assist us in accomplishing this, weõve included 

Building Fund Envelopes in this issue of the newsletter 

as well as making them more available to you in the 

Narthex and the Fellowship Hall.  May God Bless us all!  

 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95099207
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BLESSINGS (AND THE SUN) SHINE DOWN ON ñBREAKING GROUND!ò 
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LADIES DAY LUNCHEON! 

Where:  Macaroni Grill, 7031 Youree Dr. 

When:   June 12, 2010 at 12:30 p.m. 

 Please plan to come and have a good lunch 

and good fellowship. 

 A sign up sheet will be in the Narthex or you 

can call me, Dottie McIntosh at 798-3660, so Iôll 

know about how many are coming.  Looking for-

ward to seeing all of you there! 

 

DRESS FOR SUCCESS PROGRAM 

This month I would like to recognize Mary List for 

her donation of clothes, also Geraldine Upton (Rita 

McKinleyôs sister) for her generous donation of ap-

propriate clothes as well as Phyllis Barnett.  I want 

to thank Jan Shavers and Judy Bartz for allowing me 

to look through the clothes at the end of the rum-

mage sale to find suitable clothes for this Program.  

Thank you so much for your response to the needs 

of the Dress for Success Program.  Sue Opplin-

ger, Program Planner 

 

ACTIVITY NIGHT!  

Because of VBS, Activity Nights are now scheduled 

for June 21st and 28th.. 

With our long daylight hours, perhaps you can come 

out and enjoy these fun evenings with us.  We have 

good food, games and lots of laughsðyes, even 

screams of delight!!!!!  This is also a great wayto get 

to know each other and spend a relaxing evening as 

well.  We start at 6:00 p.m.  - see  you there? 

 

 

Welcome Visitors 

Recently, we were blessed to have the following 

visitors worship with us: 

Robert, Andrews & Alice Leesberig, Irving, TX             

 Ruth Partain, Daphne, AL 

Karen Rash, Rockwell, TX 

 Chris Rash, Waco, TX 

Helen & Henry Randolph, Robinson, TX 

 Patricia OôConnor, Contredale, RI 

David Saybeck, BAFB 

 L.R. Antwine, Shreveport 

 

Donôt Forget These Programs: 

 Clipping Coupons for the Mili-

tary! 

 Knitting/Crocheting Lap Blankets 

Ministry 

 Personal Hygiene Items for VA 

Hospital Patients. 
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Phonics Program Tidbits  

 We have just finished another year of outreach to the community with our phonics program.  

It has been a very rewarding year for us.  The progress each child has made and the eagerness to 

learn makes it all worthwhile.  

 This summer we will take a break and resume again on Wednesday, August 25th.  

 Special thanks goes out to Mary and Holly List as well as Jerry Bartz who has helped us out 

this year.  Without their devotion and giving of themselves, we couldnõt have continued with the pro-

gram.  The children have looked forward to coming each week.  Please keep this program in your 

prayers.  

-  Judy Bartz  

 **************************************************************************  

Lutherans For Life  

#312  

 Lutherans For Life had their meeting on May 16th when we discussed the Walk for Life done 

for the Crisis Pregnancy Center.  Our President, Lawanna Castanes, walked for our group.  Most of 

Christ Lutheran members were working at the Rummage Sale that day.  

 We will be handing out Baby Bottles again this year.  Each, hopefully, to be filled with coins, 

checks or cash.  Its going to be Christmas in July ñthrough ñAugust!   The Bottles are to be turned 

in by Labor Day (September) or whenever you can.  

 In November we will have a Spaghetti Take Out at Immanuel ñdate to be announced later.  

 Our next meeting is planned for September 12th at 2 p.m.   

============================================================================  

Good Samaritan News  

 Wow!  We really had a great òtreasureó sale along with a lot of sweet treats to sell.  

Itõs amazing how much money was raisedñalmost $1,500.00.  All who worked seemed to en-

joy the time together plus seeing old friends and making new ones.  Special thanks to J.C. 

Barnett and Bernie Conradi who were kept busy most of the week getting the computers 

ready for sale.  

 Thanks to all of you who contributed in so many ways.  What a good team we have at 

Christ Lutheran!    Youõll be delighted to know that 60% of the proceeds went in to the 

Building Fund and 40% to Good Samaritan.  

 Emily Oliver and Judy Bartz will be traveling to Bethesda Campus on June 11th.  They 

look forward to telling you about their meeting in next monthõs newsletter.  And, donõt for-

get, we need those Campbell Soup Labels ñso keep them coming!  
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Do you love the world or do you hate it?  

Well, ... that is a loaded question.  There 

are things in this world that I like, but 

there are many things that I do not like.  I do not like sickness, disease, get-

ting old, cancer, mental problems, economic problems, environmental prob-

lems, social problems, backstabbing, gossip, greed, gossip, hate, gossip, hurt 

feelings, gossip, keeping up with the Jonesôs, the popular groups, gossip, criticizing, gossip, and so on...  

These things make a beautiful world sour.  All this was not to be until man turned his back on God and fol-

lowed the deception of the Serpent in the garden.  You know, some of our biggest heartaches are because 

we turned our backs on Godôs ways and did it our way.  I ask you again the opening question: ñDo you love 

the world or do you hate it?ò 

 

If we take an honest look at ourselves, how do others perceive us?  Are we trying to keep up with the 

Joneses?  Are you content with what you have?  Have you allowed the God of material goods to creep into 

your life?  People are wired differently.  Some people are defined by the clothes that they wear.  Some peo-

ple are defined by the car they drive.  Some people are defined by the group they hang out with.  Some peo-

ple are defined by what they do to their body.  Some people are defined by the house they live in.  Some 

people are defined by what they do in life.  If someone were to look at you, what would they see?  Would 

they see a person who is not defined by ANY of the above, but defined by Jesus Christ and the way they 

live?   Wow, didnôt see that one coming!  Well, I guess we all have a little worldliness in us. 

 

James 4:4 (NIV) 

(4) You adulterous people, donôt you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? 

Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 

 

We find that the word adulterous does apply to us because we are Godôs children, yet we keep eating the 

forbidden fruit.  We find that as we claim to be Christians, we acknowledge that maybe we are more friends 

with the world than with God.  When we look in the mirror, this verse reflects how we should be defined in 

this world.  We should be enemies of the world and friends with God. 

 

I donôt want to beat you down, but to point you to the Cross.  Yes we have fallen short!  But thank the Lord 

that Jesus died on the Cross for these very sins... and all the others too!   When we take our eyes off our-

selves and focus them on Christ, suddenly all the ways of the world do not impact us, but shows us that 

there is a LOT of work to do.  We are to live as Christ.  We are to get a message out to the people.  This is 

what the PENTECOST season is all about!  It is about inward change and outward change.  We let God 

shape and mold us according to his will (inward change) and we let God use us to share the message of Sal-

vation to others and impact our friends, coworkers, neighbors, enemies,... the world (outward change).  The 

beauty of this is that it is all Godôs work in us through the Holy Spirit.  In this Pentecost season, may the 

Holy Spirit be poured out onto you and to change you according to His will.  Look out into the world and 

see it for what it really is... A FALLEN WORLD!  A world that is in need of a Savior.  A world that is in 

need of forgiveness.  A world that needs God.  Through faith, your sins are forgiven!  Through faith, go and 

share the truth about Jesus Christ.    

          Pastor Perry Culver 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

Fatherôs Day will fall on June 20 this year.  Youôre probably wondering why I 

would start this letter off with that bit of information. Well, I hope by the time you 

finish reading this, youôll have a better understanding of my reasons. Iôve got to 

admit that the mere recognition of just exactly when this date falls has me a little 

off kilter. More on this date later. 

How can a son give his dad the thanks that he truly deserves? How does a guy say 

ñthank youò to his father for giving him the very life he now has? How can a son 

express to his father all of the love and admiration heôs gained through his entire 

lifetime? 

Iôm not really sure how to answer the questions I just proposed other than to ask 

one more. Have you ever noticed how often us ñHollandôsò give each other hugs while at church? Iôll let 

you in on a secret. We hug each other at restaurants, shopping malls, grocery stores, parking lots, each 

otherôs homes and yes, even church! Itôs just one way that we remind each other of how much we love 

them. 

But even a hug cannot really convey the true affections that a son feels for his dad. Or for how a father 

really feels for his son, for that matter. 

Most fathers would sacrifice just about everything they have for their children, and my dad was no differ-

ent. We didnôt have the nice ñneatò toys that some of our neighbors had but it was no big deal. We didnôt 

have the nice expensive camper that our next door neighbors had but we still had just as much, if not 

MORE fun with our little ñGibson Pop-Up Camperò! Those weekends over at Caney Lake just north of 

Minden were just about as good as it gets when it comes to family fun. Yes, air conditioning wouldôve been 

nice on some of those hot summer nights, but while our neighbors were inside their luxurious vehicle 

ñchilling outò, we were outside riding our bikes through the woods, or just simply walking, and giving 

thanks for the wonderful gift of nature that God blessed us with. 

There were many times throughout my childhood where my dad showed his love for me simply by giving 

me a hug or encouraging me to never give up regardless of how tough things get. I certainly gave him 

plenty of reasons to do otherwise but because of his ñfatherôs loveò, I turned out to be the man I am today. 

Then, speaking of a ñfathers loveò, take the example of the love our Heavenly Father mustôve felt watching 

His Son endure the tortures of the cross. He could have stopped it from happening with the blink of an eye 

but didnôt because, ñéGod so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him 

shall not perish, but have everlasting lifeò. 

Have you ever thought much about that short phrase, ñthe worldò? How is it possible to have that much 

love for ñthe worldò when ñthe worldò has done everything in its power to NOT return the favor? 

Finally, an explanation regarding the date of June 20. This year, Fathers Day falls on the second anniver-

sary of the death of my oldest son Christopher. It will be an extremely difficult day for both Terri and me, 

thatôs for sure. The events of that day two years ago are as fresh in my mind as if theyôd happened yester-

day. There are images permanently etched in my minds eye that Iôd give anything to have taken away, yet 

they somehow are part of the last chapter of a book without any end. 

Even though I cannot comprehend the totality of love our heavenly father has for us, I cannot possibly 

imagine life without it. I also cannot imagine what my life wouldôve been like without Christopher.  He was 

a most compassionate and loving young man. 

           Continued on next page > > > > 


