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 Breaking News... 

BREAKING GROUND!!!  

WHAT:  Christ Lutheran Groundbreaking  

WHEN:  Sunday, May 23, 2010 at 4:00pm  

WHERE:  Idema St. Property  

"For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: ...a time 

to break down, and a time to build up..." Ecclesiastes 3:1, 2b 

The time is finally here...time for us to join hands and establish our presence...Christ 

Lutheran is finally breaking ground for our new facility. 

When we voted to consolidate congregations in February 2008 and move forward 

as one body for the purpose of sharing God's Word to the nations, we began a 

unique journey.  Along the way, we have had many milestones, struggles and tri-

umphs, and now we are celebrating the establishment of our new church home with a 

groundbreaking.   

The building of a new church is always a cause for celebration.  And while we truly 

intend to celebrate the beginnings of our facility on Idema St, this is not the begin-

ning of a new church, because our church is already established and strong through 

the fellowship and faith of our members, no matter where we are meeting.  Instead, 

this is just another step in the growth of our church family.  After all, a church is not a 

building, but the people within.  Sure, we will celebrate this new building, but even 

more, we celebrate our church, which is you. 

M a y   2 0 10 

Serving God by Serving People 
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Looks like 

Everyone has 

Some really  

Good bowling 

ñformsò 

Any ñ300ò 

Games yet?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Evening with Christ Lutheranôs Bowling League  
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE  

 This monthôs meeting will be after the Voters 

meeting on May 16th at 2 p.m.  We also have a walk 

for Life on May 15th.  If you would like to partici-

pate or donate to this cause, please see Pastor Culver 

or Judy Bartz.   Participants will meet at the boat 

launch on the Arthur Teague Parkway at 8:30 a.m.  

See the posters for more info. 

 

Keep the following Programs in your 

prayers and on your To Do List: 

 CLIPPING  COUPONS FOR THE     MILI-

TARY! 

 KNITTING/CROCHETING LAP BLAN-

KET MINISTRY 

 PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEMS FOR VA 

HOSITAL PATIENTS 

 

A NOTE TO OUR MEMBERS CONCERNING 

THE MONTHLY CALENDAR  

Iôm sure we all agree thatôs its wonderful to have a 

busy congregation with lots of things being planned 

all the time.  However, this blessing can sometimes 

play havoc with our monthly calendar.  It would be 

helpful if each of us would check our calendar on the 

Web site or those posted throughout the halls of the 

churchðjust to make sure there havenôt been any 

changes.  Attempts are made to let everyone know if 

and when plans are changed, but alas, weôre human 

and sometimes we fail.  Forgive us, we love you.   

 

*****  

 

 

RUMMAGE SALE & BAKE SALE  

COMING SOON!  

We know youôve been waiting for these salesðwe 

know we have!  May 15th is the big day so get ready 

to get your items up to the church in plenty of time to 

get them sorted and priced.  You can help do this if 

youôd like any time during the week prior to the sale.  

Let Jan Shavers or Judy Bartz know.   

DRESS FOR SUCCESS 

This month I would like to recognize and thank Lori O'Con-

nor for her generous donation of some very nice blouses 

and suits for Dress for Success. These clothes will be 

helpful for the women in the program to feel good as they 

go out to re-enter the job market and go for their job inter-

views. I want to thank everyone who contributed this 

month and I appreciate your continued support of the pro-

gram.  Ed.Note:  We really love giving credit to those who 

support this program.  If you prefer to remain anonymous, 

so be itðbut if you donôt mind us giving you credit in order 

to encourage others to do the same, please let Sue Op-

pliger know. 
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Good Samaritan  

North LA Chapter 7 

 I was recently contacted to attend a meeting 

at the Bethesda Campus in Cypress, TX on June 

11th.  This meeting takes the place of our regular 

meeting in September and there will be several other 

Northern Zone members attending as well. 

 Our Rummage/Bake Sale is coming up on 

Saturday, May 15th.  Part of the proceeds (40%)will 

go to Good Samaritan and the other part (60%)to 

Christ Lutheranôs Building Fund.  The time will be 

from 7 a.m. until 2 p.m.  We just ask that the cloth-

ing donated, be clean and usable.  (See sister article 

on page 3) 

 Thanks for your continued support. 

   Judy Bartz, V.P. 

   Good Sam, Governing Board 

 

Activity Nights  

Our Activity Nights in May will be on Mondays 10th 

and the 24th at 6 p.m. We invite you to join usð

thereôs always plenty of good food.  We take turns in 

making the main entrée and other game players pro-

vide the rest.  The fellowship, good food and laugh-

ter are wonderful and of course the game playing is 

what makes it all come together.  With summer ap-

proaching, it stays light a lot longer, so do come out 

if you can.   

Easter Activities and Program 

 Many thanks to all of you who helped make 

our Easter party/egg hunt a great success.  Those of 

you who brought candy and eggsðWow!  It was so 

good to see many of you come out to support the 

programs and fun activities.   

 Thanks to Sharon Odom for getting the piz-

zas and lovely cake donated. 

 Special thanks to our beloved Youth Group 

(Embers) for always being there to help out when 

needed.  Jan Shavers made some awesome Resurrec-

tion cookies, Doris Moorehead had lots of participa-

tion in the craft center.  More thanks to Bud and Lois 

Mortzfeldt who have been generous to donate eggs 

filled with candy and money for our egg huntð

theyôve been doing this for some years.  Everyoneôs 

generosity was so appreciated. 

 More thanks go to Marie Carlson for her 

decorations.  Our church is known for its ñteam 

workò and we have such a great group of folks. 

[Check out pages 3 and 15 for Glenda Conradiôs 

wonderful pictures of these events.] 

 

Welcome Visitors  

Recently, we were blessed to have the following visitors 
worship with us: 

Bill & Lorraine Nelson, Kaleva, MI  
 Trish, Will, & Karley Shepherd, Shreveport 

Carreanne Werner, Bossier City (repeat) 
 Paula McIntosh, Indianapolis, IN 

Joe Williamson, Shreveport (repeat)  
 Charlene Hanson, Shreveport (repeat) 

Brandy & Tim Ollhoff, Shreveport  
 Carrie Toepper, Frederick, MD 

Felton Parker, Shreveport 

 

To All Our Readers  

It has occurred to us that some of you would rather 

not receive copies of this newsletter any longer.  

Weôd hope youôll  tell us if you no longer have an 

interest in what is going on at Christ Lutheran.  

Please, just drop us a lineðemail or ñsnailò mail to 

let me know. 

Of course, if youôd like to continue receiving this 

newsletter, you donôt have to do a thingðweôll just 

keep mailing you your copy as usual. 

Thanks for all your interest in the past and we hope it 

continues into the future.         Joan Holland, Editor  
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The First Article of the Apostleôs Creed is ñI believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.ò   Luther writes in his Small Catechism, written in 1529: 

What does this mean? 

Answer: I believe that God has created me and all that exists; that he has given me and still sustains my 

body and soul, all my limbs and senses, my reason and all the faculties of my mind, together with food and 

clothing, house and home, family and property; that he provides me daily and abundantly with all the necessi-

ties of life, protects me from all danger, and preserves me from all evil. All this he does out of his pure, fa-

therly, and divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness on my part.  For all of this I am 

bound to thank, praise, serve, and obey him. This is most certainly true. 

 

All my life, I have enjoyed the beauty of nature.  My vacations have usually been based on seeing Godôs handi-

work.  When I saw the Grand Canyon, I was amazed.  There is not a whole lot to do when you get to the Grand 

Canyon but to stand in awe, staring at the vastness, the layers, the colors, the depthé   it is simply beautiful!  My 

second time I saw it, I was twelve years old and I hiked across from the North Rim to the South Rim.  It took our 

Scout troop 3 days to hike across.  I have seen the canyon from above and from the bottom up.   

 

It was also in Scouts that I visited Niagara Falls.  It was powerful, beautiful and breath taking.  I knew I would 

see it again.   In 2002, while attending the seminary in Fort Wayne, IN, the family packed up and visited this rag-

ing beauty.  The family has also ventured to Colorado to see Pikeôs Peak and the Garden of the Gods. Absolutely 

beautiful!  My wife has a different feeling.  Pikeôs Peak means terror to heré sheôs afraid of heights.  She did 

enjoy the view from the top, while standing on solid ground.  It is the car ride that was a bit too much for her. 

 

I also have a love for fishing and hunting, although if I donôt catch or kill anything, that is fine for me.  To be out 

in the woods is mind clearing.  To be sitting at the edge of a stream or lake and watching the water go byé is 

mind clearing.   Seeing is not enough!  You must stop and smell the smells, hear the sounds, and relax.  When life 

becomes stressful, I try to go fishing or simply get out into the woods.  One day in nature is worth a week off to 

me!  I feel refreshed.    

 

I hear many people tell me that they donôt need to go to church, that they are at church when they are out in the 

woods.  Sadly, I disagree with them and realize that they have made a serious spiritual mistake.  When you get 

caught up in the beauty and begin to worship nature, that isé when you feel that you donôt need to go to church, 

I like to point out that nature is simply Godôs creation.  We do not worship his creation, we worship our  Crea-

tor !  God made heaven and earth!  Even when we go to heaven, we will be worshiping God!  He is the one that 

takes care of us, protects us, and guides us, because He loves us!  For this, Luther writes ñFor all of this I am 

bound to thank, praise, serve, and obey him. This is most certainly true.ò 

 

So come, ñlet us worship the Lord, who made heaven and earth!ò 

 

Pastor Perry Culver 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

On CHRIST, We BUILD!  

 

You will probably see this phrase quite a bit in the next few months as we FINALLY start work on our new facil-

ity!  

 

Just in case you havenôt already heard, our ñGround Breakingò ceremony for our new site on Idema has been ten-

tatively set for May 23, 2010 at 4:00 PM. Of course, more detail will be forthcoming, but let me be the first to say 

ñCongratulations to Usò! We couldnôt be more proud! 

Well, perhaps ñproudò isnôt quite the right word, but for now, it will have to do. 

 

You see, the time it has taken to finally arrive at the point of actually breaking ground has often seemed like await-

ing the birth of a child. 

From the very beginning, thereôs that wide-eyed announcement of overwhelming excitement of the pending bun-

dle of joy. Then, thereôs the first trimester with all of the stomach ñqueasinessò and the ñwhat have I gotten myself 

intoò type questions. 

Then, the next three months where everything is all about picking out furniture for the nursery. Youôre pretty 

much past the ñsickeningò part of things, but thereôs still that lingering touch of anxiety. Youôre pretty confident 

that everything will work out alright, but thereôs still that thought in the back of your mind- ñwhat if itôs twins?ò or 

ñwhat if he/she/it doesnôt look anything like me?ò 

Yikes! Just worrying about the whole thing is enough to drive you bonkers! 

 

Then, those last three months finally arrive. The aches and pains of dealing with this 45 pound bowling ball 

strapped to your stomach makes simple things like standing up a monumental task. Not to mention trying to put on 

a pair of slacks! 

Again, YIKES! 

 

Then, the due date finally arrives. Only it comes and goes, again and again! Finally, 3 weeks after you were 

ñsupposedò to have delivered, the good doctor grants you a reprieve and schedules you for delivery the next Mon-

day morning. However, the baby has a mind of his/her own and around about 2:30 AM Sunday morning, the stork 

arrives! WHEW!! 

 

You are finally able to see your newborn baby girl for the first time and you couldnôt be more proud. (again with 

that ñproudò word). 

            (contôd next page) 
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Trust me, when the day arrives of dedicating our new facility, there will be quite a few of us acting like ñproud 

poppas.ò I hope that all of the ñgrandmas, grandpas, aunts, uncles, nieces and nephewsò will be just as proud to 

call it our new church home! 

 

However, much like real family life, this wonôt be the end of the story! There will be more buildings to come; 

more dedications to plan; more families to include and invite. 

 

I hope and pray that as many of you that can, will plan to join us on May 23, 2010 at 4:00 PM, to mark this very 

important step in the family life of Christ Lutheran Church. 

Be watching your mailboxes for more information to come! 

 

        In service to our RISEN Lord! 

 

Building Committee Update 

 

After reviewing the 3 bids submitted by 3 different contractors, the committee selected Comprehensive General Con-

tractors as our builder. 

Site has been cleared and prep work is underway. 

Groundbreaking ceremony to be held of May 23 at 4 PM.  Melissa Meeks to head this sub-committee 

Plans to have contract with Comprehensive ready for signatures following voters meeting. (upon voters approval). 

Rob Meyer to head Capital Fundraising Campaign. 

We hope to raise a minimum of $250,000 to assist in the completion of Phase 1. 

        Mike Holland , Chairman 
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Our spaghetti dinner and auction went very well.  Here are a few of the photos from that ñoh so funnyò 

auction!  Oh, by the way, we raised $700 to be used for our trip to the Natôl Youth Convention in New Or-

leans! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donôt forget the BIG KICKBALL TOURNAMENT COMING UP MAY  1ST AT THE CHRIST LUTHERAN 

BERT KOUNS SITE STARTING AT 9:30 A.M.  SEE PAGE 11 FOR MORE DETAILS. 

WEôRE CONTINUING OUR COMMUNITY  SERVICE EVENTS:  ON MARCH 13TH WE HELPED AT THE FOOD BANK 

AN EVENT WE ALL  ENJOY.  AND ON APRIL 13TH WE WENT BACK TO SHRINERS AND DISTRIBUTED 17 MORE 

ELEPHANTS TO THE PEDIATRIC PATIENTS THERE.  WE LOVE DOING THIS AND INTERACTING WITH THE CHIL-

DREN.  WE HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF HAVING   SHARON MILLS (OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CHRIST) JOIN US ON 

THIS OUTING.  WE ALSO HAD BETTY LONG WITH USðEVEN THOUGH SHE MAY  HAVE MOVED AWAY , SHEôS 

ALWAYS  GOING TO BE A PART OF THE EMBERS! 

Embers (The Youth):  Spread the Fire!  
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PRAYERS            

Illness    Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres ,   Jerry Bartz,  Marie Carlson, Christy 

Chandler, Robin Constable, Ebony & Dashir,  Eloise Culver, Lanny Culver, Kathy Gregio, Merlin Hanson,  

Gene & Bernice Heppner, Brenda Humphries, Jerry Joiner, Sylvia Ladage,  Warren Manchester, Ceil & Bill 

Manning,  Jeff & Marilyn Meeks,  Ed & Mabel Powell, Joann Proctor, Bonnie Purser, Joe Randolph, 

Patricia Randolph, Jonathan Reeves, Alan Richard, Ted Rushton,  Marilyn Symmank,  Sheila Taylor,  Pat  

Wibben, Lewis Wiist, Dot Wilkening, and James Wynne.                     

                  If you see a name that should no longer be on our Prayer List, please call Pastor Culver.  

General Wellbeing Pastor Culver and the members of Christ Lutheran Church                                                 

In the Military      Paula & Eric Anderson      Rusty Bull  James Schumaker  

               Raul & Danielle Garcia             Michael Rath  Mike Reeves                 

   Scott Warhurst        Clinton White   Jeff Kidwell     

   Jennifer Kidwell         Michael Manchester  Warren Manchester, Jr. 

   Brandon McCall  John Blankenhorn    James Schumaker  

   

May Birthdays & Anniversaries! 

 

 

 

 

Merlin & Sandra Hansonð3 

Jerry & Audrey Brownð7 

Mike & Betty Longð19 

Rob & Sue Meyerð20 

Jeff & Cheryl Fossð22 

Philip & Doris Mooreheadð28 

Larry & Paula Hovisð28 

 
 

 

Louie Rockettð5  Donna Festervanð16 

Jeff Kidwell ï6   Alison Kidwellð16 

Audrey Brownð7  Malia Kidwellð17 

Shawn Whitlockð8  Amity Conradið20 

Terri Hollandð11  Holly Listð22 

Pixie Bolickð12  Ronnie Pattersonð23 

Cheryl Fossð12  Philip Mooreheadð24 

Lori OôConnorð13  Kim Warhurstð25 

Jim Reevesð13  Robert Brewerð30 

Jacque Wilsonð14  Gretchen Andersonð31 

Kelly McKinleyð15 
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Sunday School Scoop! 

 Our Sunday School is growing in numbers!  Praise the Lord! 

 Two special days are just around the corner.  The first is on May 9thðMotherôs Day.  The second 

is on June 20thðFatherôs Day.  The S.S. children will have a special message on both of those Sundays. 

 The children had fun Easter weekend.  (See page 15 for photos) Saturday was our Egg Hunt, Story 

and Craft time.  Everyone enjoyed Pizza, ice cream, cake and candy. (Photos from the Childrenôs presenta-

tion Easter morning are below)  A big thank you to everyone who made this a weekend to remember. 

 The VBS materials have been ordered and there will be organization meetings prior to VBS which 

is June 14thð18th.  This yearôs theme is ñPlanet Zoom.ò  All teachers and workers are on board and ready 

to go.  However, there is always room for more.  Everyone from child to adult, bring a friend.  If transpor-

tation is needed, please contact me for arrangements.  We want this VBS to be the biggest and best ever!  

We pray VBS will grow with our Sunday School.  You never know what you will learn!  Come anyway!  

Just the fellowship is great! 

      Godôs Blessings to all, 

       Sharon Odom, Education Director 

 

 

 

  

 


