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Serving God by Serving People          October 2010    

The Coopers:  Marcus, Rebecca, and 3-year-old twins, 
Kyle and Kyndal.  This sweet family is expecting a 
new baby in early November. 

Marcus is 1st Sergeant for 2nd Missions Squadron at 
Barksdale AFB.  Rebecca is Systems Flight Chief for 
2nd Munitions Squadron at Barksdale.  They were pre-
viously stationed at Holloman AFB in Alamogordo, 

NM and transferred their membership to us from Trinity Lutheran in Alamo-
gordo. 

Marcus enjoys watching football and collecting football cards.  He is pursuing 
a Business Administration degree.  Rebecca’s hobbies are reading and crafts; 
she is now pursuing 
a Masters Degree 
in Library & Information Science. 

 

The Kirklins:  Russell, Diana and Amber (18 mo. 
Old).  This lovely family is expecting a new baby in 
late January 2011. 

Russell is an officer and pilot stationed at Barksdale 
AFB.  Diana is a Pampered Chef Consultant.  They 
have lived in Florida, Colorado Springs, CO, Abilene 

and Wichita Falls, TX.  They transferred their membership to Christ Lutheran 
from Our Redeemer Lutheran in Wichita Falls, TX. 

Their hobbies and interest include Miami Dolphins Football, choir, intramural 
sports and cooking. 

 

 The Coopers and Kirklins were “officially” welcomed into membership 
at Christ Lutheran on September 19th during church service and were honored 
with a reception in the Fellowship Hall following the service.  Welcome dear 
friends.  We are so happy to have you as part of our church family and can 
hardly wait until those new babies arrive. 

 

REFORMATION DAY, 
OCT. 31ST 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 



4 

  Lutherans For Life 

Chapter #312 

It’s almost time to  return the “BABY BOT-
TLES” with your generous contributions.  The bot-
tles need to be turned in by September 12th.  Of 
course, if you forget the due date we’ll still accept 
them whenever you turn them in.  Either Molly 
Branch of the Crisis Pregnancy Center, or her asso-
ciate, will be speaking at the Daughters of Christ 
meeting on September 12th.   

LFL will have their meeting at 2 pm on that 
same day.  It will be a good time to inform Molly of 
our fund raiser for the Center. 

Again, we’d like to remind you of our Spaghetti 
Dinner on Saturday, November 13th from 11 a.m.—
5:30 p.m.  It will be “eat in or take out” at Immanuel 
Lutheran on Airline Drive. 
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GOOD SAMARITAN UPDATE 

BETHESDA  Chapter 7 

 We just had our annual meeting last month in 
Shreveport at Judy Bartz’ home.  There were nine in 
attendance with four coming from Monroe. 

 Emily Oliver, Executive Secretary, wel-
comed Cindy Cummings, the Regional Mission Ad-
vancement Counselor of Bethesda Lutheran Com-
munities to the meeting.  We were also happy to 
have Pastor Culver attend. 

 During the meeting we re-elected Emily 
Oliver as Executive Secretary;  Marilyn Whitten, 
Secretary and Pat Minor as Treasurer and Member-
ship Chairman.  Membership is open to all at $5 per 
year and $100 for a lifetime membership. (Christ 
Lutheran has twenty lifetime members!) 

 Fund raisers are in the planning stages with 
the possibility of having a Golf Tournament held in 
the Spring of 2012. 

 Cindy shared with us info about a grant pro-
posal that LWML will propose as a project at our 
2011 Convention in Peoria, IL.  This would help 
with the renovation of Bethesda Campus in Cypress, 
TX.  Presently, the campus has a day program that 
serves not only our residents but those in the com-
munity who have special needs.  Wonderful things 
are happening due to the love and enthusiasm of the 
directors and staff of the God Samaritan Bethesda 
Homes. 

 We thank you for continuing to save the 
Campbell Soup labels. 

 By the way, Cindy is in the process of par-
ticipating in a huge Gold tournament to raise funds 
for Bethesda.  Our auxiliary has supported of the 
“holes.” 

 Blessings to all for your continued support. 

Judy Bartz, Vice Pres., Governing Board 

========================================  

PHONICS 

We are back on track again having Phonics 
classes on Wednesday evenings following the Caddo 
School Systems holidays and breaks. 

This year our students are repeats—Seven of 
them all ranging from 1st grade thru 6th grade.  We 
have purchased new supplies to meet with the needs 
of each student.  Each parent has expressed  appre-
ciation of us working with their child on their needs, 
whether it be homework, reading or math. 

It’s a true blessing having Anna Holt come and 
join us in teaching each week.  Also for Vickey 
Rath, who fills in for us as needed.  We are glad to 
have Mary and Holly List, along with Jerry Bartz, 
back to assist their assigned students. 

Please keep this ‘community outreach program’ 
in your prayers.  The “pay” is wonderful - lots of 
smiles and hugs.  Hard to beat that!         Judy B.    
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Dear Christ Lutheran Friends, 

 

I want to catch you all up on what is going on with me at the Seminary currently. As you all know I 
have started back in my second year now. I ended last year with a 3.33 GPA, which I feel is okay, but I’d defi-
nitely like to get it much higher than that. In fact, you all can help me with this. One thing that I know helps me 
the most is when I hear from you all back home. Hearing from you all whether it be a little note in the mail, or a 
quick phone call, or a text message is the most uplifting and encouraging thing for me. Sometimes it gets really 
tough for a “Southern-Boy” up here in “Yankee Country”. In fact, it’s kind of sad in a way, I feel like I’m start-
ing to turn into one of them “Yankees”. Just the other day I called a “coke” a “soda”! I know scandalous isn’t 
it? So when I hear from you it is a whole lot more than just simple communication, it’s a connection to a piece 
of “home”. 

   Speaking of being a “Southern-Boy” in “Yankee Country” the weather up here has been really com-
fortable. It’s been about 60 degrees in the mornings and warming up to about 75 degrees in the afternoons. 
However, before you start getting jealous, remember in about another month or so I’ll be in snow up to my an-
kles. (Well, maybe that might make some of you jealous: Beth, Andy, Little Phil, Nick, and Terri!) I’ll be sure 
to send some pictures when it happens. I don’t expect them to cancel classes though. The last time that hap-
pened was during the Civil War and there was fighting on campus, and even then they say it was a narrow vote! 

 On the matter of classes, I’m taking some pretty tough ones right now. I have a Homiletics class, where 
they are teaching me how to preach a good sermon. A class on the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke) that is being taught by the professor who wrote the Concordia commentary on the Book of Matthew, Dr. 
Jeff Gibbs, guess what one of our required textbooks is by the way? Then I have a Systematic Theology class, 
where we learn how to think about God. The professor is Dr. Joel Biermann, and he is a great teacher. He is 
considered by many of the faculty to be one of the premier professors on the campus. I can see what they mean, 
the man teaches class like he drank gasoline and ate a lit match! And, that is a complement! 

 You may be thinking, “that is only three classes, and he said he was going to be taking more?” To an-
swer that question, before I left I had been planning on taking 16 credit hours this quarter, but my circum-
stances have changed slightly, because the Seminary has raised tuition. In order to be a good steward in regards 
to debt I have had to shift my academic plan to the five-year route. By doing this it helps me to minimize the 
amount of loan money needed to pay for school, and keeps me from having to take out personal loans, as I had 
to do over the summer, to cover the excess charges. I’ve also been able to join a study on campus in regards to 
the meal plan, and whether it needs to be as extensive as it is. So, I am only paying the school for lunch, break-
fast and dinner are on my own, and in doing so I’ve received a reimbursement on a portion of my room and 
board charges! Every little bit helps. All in all I feel that doing this (the five-year route) will benefit me greatly 
in the future, because I will be carrying most of my debt for school at a much lower interest rate. 

 Well, I leave you now with much love and hope for a bright next few months until I see you all again 
over my Thanksgiving break. I’m looking forward to it. 

 

May the peace of Christ be with you, 

Patrick  

 

P.S. I’m including my address and phone 

 number just in case you all don’t have it: 

Patrick Fertitta 

801 Seminary Place 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

(318)453-6670 (Cell) 
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Bible Believing! 

Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to be 
the inspired, inerrant and infallible Word of 
God.  We hold the Old and New Testa-
ments to be a special revelation from God 
concerning His plan of salvation for the 
whole world.  Bible reading and Bible 
study are important to us as we continue in 
our relationship with the very Word made 
flesh—Jesus Christ.                                      

Holy Spirit Heeding! 

Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot 
by our own reason or strength believe in 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come to Him; but 
the Holy Spirit has called us by the Gospel, 
enlightened us with His gifts, sanctified 
and keeps us in the true faith.  We were 
saved 2000 years ago when Jesus said from 
the cross, “It is finished.”  The Holy Spirit 
applies that to each of us through the gift of 
faith. 

 

Sacraments Receiving! 

Lutheran Christians understand that God 
works through means.  He has chosen to be 
active and present in the water of Holy 
Baptism and the bread and wine of Holy 
Communion as His Word is connected with 
these elements.  God comes to us with His 
promises of grace, forgiveness and new 
life.  Faith receives the blessings bestowed 
in and through these means of grace! 

Love Sharing! 

Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s 
grace in Jesus Christ and aware of His 
overwhelming love for lost and condemned 
sinners are eager to share this love with all 
people. Christ Lutheran Church is here to 
make everyone a disciple of Christ by 
teaching the world administering the Sacra-
ments, by supporting one another in love, 
however necessary, and by using the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit daily. 

 

Cross Embracing! 

Lutheran Christians embrace a theology of 
the cross.  We approach our faith realisti-
cally and the words of Christ truthfully 
when He told us that is the world hated 
Him and persecuted Him it would most 
certainly do the same and more to His dis-
ciples.  St. Paul affirms this when he said 
that when he was weak then was He strong.  
We understand we are poor, miserable 
sinners—saved only by God’s grace alone. 

New Life Living!  

Lutheran Christians enabled and directed 
by the Holy Spirit honor our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ by living lives devoted to 
Him.  Having received salvation as a gift, 
our response is to uphold the Ten Com-
mandments, to “love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind,” and “love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  At Christ Lutheran 
Church we are reminded by this simple 
phrase:  Serving God, Serving People. 

(C)2009 Christ Lutheran Church, Shreve-
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