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Christ's Vintage 
 Once again, it is time for our annual wine tasting event.  This year, our 

festivities are moving location to the historic Fertitta's Deli thanks to the gener-

ous support of members Agatha & Robert McCall.  Mark your calendars for 

September 11, 2010 at 6:30 and make plans to join us at Fertitta's to celebrate 

Christ's Vintage.  If you need more information about the event, please contact 

Melissa Meeks 

 So, what is Christ's Vintage?  Simply put, this is an 

annual celebration set in early September to mark the anniver-

sary of our congregation's induction into the LCMS.  In es-

sence, it is a wine tasting with a variety of vintages for atten-

dees to sip.  However, we know that not all our members are 

able or choose to drink wine, so there are completely non-

alcoholic beverages at hand.  And the food is definitely not to 

be missed.  This is a fun evening of fellowship fit for just about 

everyone and every age group, so be sure to bring the whole family and even a 

few guests to the party.  

 There is more than this simple explanation, however.  The continuing 

theme of Christ's Vintage was not chosen lightly and has deeper 

meaning than you see at first glance.  Christ's Vintage is a cele-

bration of our congregation's origins, history and birth as a uni-

fied group of believers.  Christôs Vintage is a celebration of the 

members of Christ Lutheran as the vintage of the Lord.  Christôs 

Vintage is a celebration of all the blessings the Lord has given 

each of us.  In this celebration, we remember that Jesus said, ñI 

am the vine; you are the branches.ò (John 15:5)  And so, Christôs Vintage is also 

a reminder that we are to carry the message and love of the Lord into the world 

so that new branches may be born and provide the foundation for another gen-

eration of Christôs vintage. 

As you contemplate these thoughts, please take time to mark your calendars now. 

WHEN:  September 11, 2010 at 6:30 pm 

WHERE:  Fertitta's Deli, 1124 Fairfield Ave, Shreveport, LA 71101 

We hope you will join us for this meaningful celebration and be a part of 

Christôs Vintage. 
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EVERY ONE ENJOYS   R A L L Y   D A Y  ACTIVITIES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See more info about 

Rally Day on Page 14. 
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NEW MISSION PROJECT 

 

 At the last meeting of the Daughters of Christ 

it was decided to start a new out-reach mission pro-

ject.  We are asking the congregation to help us in 

collecting an item or two each month for different 

organizations that help the less fortunate in our com-

munity.  Our goal will be to help the Rescue Mis-

sion, the Salvation Army, Providence House, the 

Northwest Food Bank, Crisis Pregnancy Center and  

perhaps others. We will contact these agencies to 

find out exactly what their needs are and collect 

these items for a month at a time and at the end of 

the month they will be delivered to the designated 

organization. We will be placing a container in the 

Narthex for depositing whatever item is to be col-

lected that month.  We will post in the bulletin what 

items we will be collecting each month.  The collec-

tion time will be from the first Sunday of each month 

until the last Sunday.  If you have any questions or 

suggestions, please contact Arla Stump or a member 

of the Daughters of Christ. 

In September the collection will be 

paper goods for Providence 

House; paper towels, Kleenex 

and toilet tissue. 

 Thank you for your help in 

this new mission project and making 

Christ Lutheran a caring congregation!!!! 

 

ACTIVITY  NIGHTS!!!!!  

Come join us on Monday, September 13 & 27 at 

6 p.m. for more Activity Nights.  You will enjoy 

evenings of good food, games, a lot of laughter and 

good fellowship.  See ya there! 

 

DRESS FOR SUCCESS!  We continue to need 

shopping bags with handles and plastic covers for 

clothes.  We need clothes as reported previously for 

women to return to the business world. Any items you 

can provide are appreciated. 

Sue Oppliger, Program Champion. 

Meeting for  Parents and               

Confirmands 

On Thursday, September 16th there will be a meet-

ing with Pastor Culver of Parents and Confirmands 

at 7:00 p.m. in the church.  This will be an important 

meeting, so make every effort to be there. 

 

Welcome Visitors 

Recently, we were blessed to have the following 

visitors worship with us: 

 Saebren Stevens, Bossier City 

 Peggy Ray, Shreveport 

 

Coupons for the Military  Discontinued 

 At the August meeting of the Daughters of 

Christ it was decided to discontinue ñThe Coupons 

for the Militaryò program.  During the time we col-

lected, cut, and sent coupons, we mailed 14 boxes of 

coupons to 5 different commissaries.  Those com-

missaries were in Germany, Italy, Japan, the Nether-

lands and South Korea.  The total weight of the 14 

boxes came to 27.52 pounds.  Thatôs a lot of cou-

pons!!!!  We want to thank the congregation for the 

great participation we had in this endeavor.  Perhaps 

we made a small difference for our military families 

serving overseas to keep us free.  Again thank you 

so much, 

 Arla Stump & Sigrid Reeves, co-chairmen 

Dementia Study 

According to a recent article in the Shreveport Times 

(Mon., Aug. 23), the Dementia Study Sue Oppliger 

told us about last month, still needs more partici-

pants.  If you still have your papers around from that 

date, do look up the article on page 3A.  Lots of 

good information. 
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  Lutherans For Life  

Chapter #312 

Itôs almost time to  return the ñBABY BOT-

TLESò with your generous contributions.  The bot-

tles need to be turned in by September 12th.  Of 

course, if you forget the due date weôll still accept 

them whenever you turn them in.  Either Molly 

Branch of the Crisis Pregnancy Center, or her asso-

ciate, will be speaking at the Daughters of Christ 

meeting on September 12th.   

LFL will have their meeting at 2 pm on that 

same day.  It will be a good time to inform Molly of 

our fund raiser for the Center. 

Again, weôd like to remind you of our Spaghetti 

Dinner on Saturday, November 13th from 11 a.m.ð

5:30 p.m.  It will be ñeat in or take outò at Immanuel 

Lutheran on Airline Drive. 

 

====================================  

GOOD SAMARITAN UPDATE  

BETHESDA  Chapter 7 

 The North LA Chapter #7 will have their an-

nual meeting on Saturday, Sept. 18th at 9:30 a.m. at 

Judy Bartzô home in Shreveport (#81, 6201 Indus-

trial Loop).   

 We will have Cindy Cummings, the Re-

gional Mission Advancement Counselor of Bethesda 

Lutheran Communities at the meeting.  She is a de-

lightful young lady with a lot of enthusiasm and 

love.  It was a joy to visit with her at our June meet-

ing. 

 Thanks for keeping those Campbell Soup 

labels coming.  If you are having problems getting 

the labels off of the cans, donôt worryðthe residents 

trim the labels and can use them in whatever shape 

we send them. 

 This ministry is one that outreaches to many 

in many ways; not only the physically & mentally 

challenged but it makes us all aware of how uncer-

tain life is and how the Lord uses each one of us.  

Our Goals is:  To enhance the Lives of people with 

intellectual and development disabilities through 

services that share the Good News of Jesus Christ! 

 Blessings to all for your continued support. 

Judy Bartz, Vice Pres. 

    Governing Board 

======================================== 

  

PHONICS 

Our little group of children will begin class again 

on Wednesday, September 15th at 5:30 pm.  We 

look forward to helping them excel, not only in their 

reading skills, but in other subjects as well.  We will 

be meeting again at Central Christian Church, 2010 

Bert Kouns.  If you know anyone who has a child 

who needs extra help, do let  us know (Judy Bartz 

686-0371 or Mary List 925-8036.  Please keep this 

óoutreach programô in your prayers. 

 

 

==================================== 

 

Sounds fishy 

Seen on a church signboard in 
northern Minnesota one summer: 
ĶSure, you can worship God with a 
fishing pole in your hand, but when 
was the last time a walleye told 
you, ĳYour sins are forgivenĴ?ķ 
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Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. 

 

 What does this mean?  We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at our sins, 

or deny our prayer because of them.  We are neither worthy of the things for which we pray, nor have we 

deserved them, but we ask that He would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much and surely 

deserve nothing but punishment.  So we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those who sin 

against us. [Lutherôs Small Catechism]   

 We are called to be a forgiving people.  The question is are you?  Do you harbor ill will or hatred 

towards somebody?  Do you have a family member, or maybe a friend, that you are not on speaking 

terms?  If so, why?  Where is the forgiveness?  ñPeter came to Jesus and asked, óLord, how many times 

shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me?  Up to seven times?ô  Jesus answered, óI tell you, not 

seven times, but seventy-seven times. (Mat 18:21-22)  Ephesians 4:32 states ñbe kind and compassionate to 

one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.ò  Matthew writes ñIf you forgive men 

when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their 

sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.  (6:14-15)ò  We see in scriptures that we are to be a forgiving 

people, and Jesus really means it!  It is important to realize that we are to forgive one another.  God tells us 

so.  This leads into the next question that I am often asked as a Pastor.  By what authority do I (as your pas-

tor) have to declare in the Absolution that ñIò forgive you all your sins?   

 Well, we see that we are to be a forgiving people and Jesus even taught us to forgive each other in 

the Lordôs prayer.  He teaches us that ñweò are to forgive.  Now when the pastor says ñIò forgive, the ñIò is 

not the pastor, but the pastor speaking through the authority given to him through the called and ordained 

Office of the Keys.  The pastor is speaking for God in His ñstead.ò  This authority is in fact given in the 

Bible.  John 20:22-23 states ñ[Jesus] breathed on them and said, óReceive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive 

anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.ôò  This authority is 

given to the church.   Matthew 18:18 states ñI tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound 

in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.ò  This authority is called the Office 

of the Keys.   

 The Office of the Keys is a special God-given way of applying the Gospel to the individual.  ñGod 

is surpassingly rich in His grace: First, through the spoken word, by which the forgiveness of sin (the pecu-

liar function of the Gospel) is preached to the whole world; second, through Baptism; third, through the 

holy Sacrament of the Altar, fourth through the power of keys; and finally through the mutual conversation 

and consolation of brethrenò (Smalcald Articles III IV).  The Christian congregation by the command of 

Christ calls pastors to carry out the Office of the Keys publicly in His name and on behalf of the congrega-

tion.  Absolution comes about not through the person of the pastorða good guy, but not that much differ-

ent from the rest of usðbut ñby virtue of [his] Office.ò  He has been called by our local congregation to 

exercise the ókeys of the kingdom of heavenô on our behalf.  He has been ñordained,ò set apart for this spe-

cial ministry.  Ephesians 4:11 states ñIt was He [Christ] who gave some to be apostles, some to be proph-

ets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers.ò  These words of forgiveness are for those 

who are sorry for their sins and repent of them, wanting to do better. 

       Pastor Perry Culver 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 

In this monthôs issue of ñMikeôs Ramblings,ò Iôll be including the ñBuilding 

Committee Reportò with my regular ñgoings onò. From my recent trip to south-

ern California with my son, Matthew, to our congregationôs efforts with 

Shreveport city officials. 

On August 4, I had the pleasure of representing our church in front of the Metropolitan Planning Commis-

sion to request the establishment of the ñChrist Lutheran Church Subdivision.ò This was pretty much a for-

mality that helps define pieces of property that formerly had no means of being identified as individual 

plots of land. Itôs basically a way for the city/parish/state to create an address to send tax notices to. Neat 

huh?  

 

We had to do the same thing with our property on Bert Kouns when we sold the front 2 acres to Central 

Christian Church but kept the other 4 ½ acres to be sold later. Of course we have it for sale now and having 

this legal formality behind us, ñshouldò make its sale a little smoother once that time comes (soon, I pray!). 

A week later, on August 11, we were again called to Government Plaza to request a variance in the zoning 

of our new property. It is currently zoned as ñI-1ò which means ñlight industrial.ò When we purchased the 

property, we were assured by the realtor that it was already zoned B-3 which meant we would not have any 

problems building our new church there. However, once we started filling out the paperwork to request our 

building permits we were informed of this new issue. Needless to say, another stack of applications and 

various other items had to be filled out and filed to be placed on the agenda for this meeting on the 11th. 

A small group of concerned parishioners joined Pastor Culver, Phil Morehead and me that afternoon for 

what turned out to be a pretty good day for all concerned. Going in I believe we were all fairly confident 

that things would go our way. However, once the few of us there to speak in favor of the variance were fin-

ished, the chairman asked if there was anyone there to speak against our request. I, for one, was rather sur-

prised to see our new neighbor, Mr. Chris Fitzgerald get up to speak. My heart raced and my throat began to 

dry up rapidly. 

As most of you already know Iôm not what you would call a masterful speaker, especially in public or to 

large groups. However, once Mr. Fitzgerald started to speak, a calm feeling moved over me that defies de-

scription. As it turns out, he didnôt come to ñbury us, but to praise us!ò He was very eloquent with his 

words of praise for our intention to bring Christ to this neighborhood. His concerns were more of a practical 

nature in regard to our water and sewerage situation as well as the zoning that he had worked hard in attain-

ing for his company. 

After a pledge from us stating that we were more than willing to work with him to our mutual satisfaction, 

the Zoning Board granted our request for the variance without stipulation! This is also a rarity as there is 

almost always some sort of requirement that gets tacked on to these requests in order to make things ñjust 

right.ò 

We now have our building permit in hand and by now, should have some serious activity going on at 290 

Idema! 

 

Continued next page >>> 
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As far as the trip to southern California goes, my son Matthew and I spent a long weekend in the Los An-

geles area to celebrate Mattôs 18th birthday.  

 

We left town with only a couple of definite things to do with the rest of the time being spent cruising 

around SoCal in our rented bright yellow 2010 Camaro! Yeah, I know,  Mikeôs trying to regain his lost 

youth. Well, there may be some truth to that but getting in and out of that very low-riding car after driving 

my pick-up all these years made me feel rather old! The aches and pains were worth it when compared to 

the joy both of us received from just being amongst the glitz and glamour of Hollywood! 

One of the first things we had on our list was letting Matthew stick his foot into the Pacific Ocean at La-

guna Beach. Heôd already experienced swimming in the Atlantic, off the coast of Miami so naturally he 

wanted to add the west coast to his list of conquests. (Donôt tell him that Hawaii is in the Pacific. We went 

there in 2006! He might regret choosing California as his birthday present and insisted we go to some 

place dreadful like the Caribbean!) 

The second item on our ñmust doò list was to go visit Pastor Craig Boehlke and his wife Jennifer at his 

church in Granada Hills. Although our hotel was over an hour away in Irvine, we still managed to make it 

up to his church in time for Bible study, followed by their contemporary service at 11:00 AM. 

It was almost like being back at our Saturday night ñStaros Kai Stephanosò services once they began with 

the order of worship, contemporary music, communion and brief sermon/Bible study. It really brought 

back some neat memories of things past. Our visit with Craig and Jennifer was really nice as well. After 

church, we were able to have lunch with them at Universal City. (There is a picture of the four of us be-

low.) Memories that I will treasure forever. However, the memories that Matt and I created will last a life-

time as well. Itôs always good to spend quality time with him and I hope to be able to do it again soon. Per-

haps next time, weôll make it to Houston to visit Pastor Welmer? 

I wonder if Matthew has ever seen the Houston Ocean. (Donôt tell him ok?) 

       In service to our risen Lord! 

       Mike Holland 
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LA-MS District LWML Mission Project Grant Funded  

 

The proposal that was submitted by our society with help from Gene Menzel, Southern District 
Office, has been paid. A request for $5,000 for Financial Grant-in-Aid for Seminary & Church 
Worker Students has been paid to the Southern District LCMS Endowment Fund. A thank you 
note from Mr. Menzel states ' We are most pleased that the LA-MS District LWML has selected 
the support the ongoing work of the Southern District Church Endowment Fund. Please extend 
our thanks to the women of the LA-MS District for their mission heart and sharing of their re-
sources.'. 

 
We still wait for the funding of our other selected proposal of $2,000 for Forget-Me-Not Ministry of 
Christ Lutheran Church. All of these mission projects are funded through the generous contribu-
tions to the Mite Box collections. 
  
        Sharon Mills 

 

More Information From Zone:  
  

 Our LWML Sunday will be on October 3rd.  Lori Culver and Terri Holland are making a 
special banner for that occasion.  We will also be having our ñJoyful Noiseò offering again. 

 On October 2nd we will be having our Fall Rally at Trinity Lutheran in Monroe.  Officers for 
the zone to be elected will be President (1 yr.), Secretary, Vice President and Counselor.  Pastor 
Culver has agreed to run again for Zone Counselor. 

 It is with deepest regret that our own Sharon Mills will be moving to Texas shortly and will 
leave a year remaining of her term.  Sharon has been a wonderful LWML worker over the years 
and we wish her Godôs Blessings as she moves to her new home. 

 We have just paid out our projects selected from our society in the amount of $1,500.  The 
three projects:  To Donald Welmer, Vicarð$500; To Patrick Fertitta, Seminary Studentð$500 
and to Providence Houseð$500.  Most of this money was raised by our Spring Fling Fashion 
Show and Tea.  

  
  

 

 



9 

Kinleigh Crankð1 

Michael McMillonð1 

Bernie Conradið5 

Scott Warhurstð5 

John Jacksonð8 

Gage Taylorð10 

Tori Andersonð12 

Sue Meyerð12 

Kathy Seatonð12 

Matthew Taylorð13 

Jerry Brownð14 

Tracey Constableð16 

Bernice Heppnerð16 

Hayden Corneliusð18 

Tina Corneliusð18 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

PRAYERS 

Illness    Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres, Jerry Bartz, Marie Carlson,   

   Dashir, Eloise Culver, Lanny Culver, Kathy Gregio, Merlin Hanson, Gene & Ber 

   nice Heppner, Brenda Humphries, Jerry Joiner, Stephanie Kelly, Sylvia Ladage,  

   Marilyn Leavitt, Warren Manchester,  Ceil Manning, Jeff & Marilyn Meeks, Mabel 

   Powell, Bonnie Purser, Joe Randolph, Patricia Randolph,  Jonathan Reeves, Alan  

   Richard, Tex Rushton,  Amanda Sparks, Marilyn Symmank, Sheila Taylor, Pat  

   Wibben, Lewis Wiist, and Dot Wilkening. 

General Wellbeing Pastor Culver and the members of Christ Lutheran Church 

In the Military   Paula & Eric Anderson      Raul  Garcia                        Michael Rath  

   James Schumaker            Scott Warhurst            Clinton White               

   Jennifer Kidwell  Jeff Kidwell .             Michael Manchester     

   Warren Manchester, Jr. Brandon McCall            John Blankenhorn                       

   Mike Reeves              Shelton Feibel, Jr. 

 

 

Our September Birthdays & Anniversaries! 

 

Richard & Amity Conradið6th 

Debbie Kirschð20 

Dickie MacMurrayð20 

Jerry Bartzð21 

Shelby Carlsonð25 

Ken Stumpð25 

Melissa Meeksð27 

Wesley Williamsð27 

Mary Listð29 


